
 

Katerina (Aikaterini) Vlantoni 
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CV 

E-mail: avlantoni@uniwa.gr / kvlantoni@phs.uoa.gr  

Education 
September 2009 – July 2016, PhD / grade: Excellent 

Dissertation title: Technological accidents and the concept of risk: the experience with blood 
screening technologies  
Fields: Science and Technology Studies (STS) / History of Science and Technology/ 
Historical and STS Study of Medicine/Biomedicine 
Advising committee: associate professor Aristotle Tympas (supervisor); emeritus professor 
Kostas Gavroglu, associate professor Aristides Hatzis (members) 
Department of History and Philosophy of Science, School of Science, National and 
Kapodistrian University of Athens, Athens, Greece 

September 2005 – December 2006, MA ESST / grade: Pass with distinction  
Programme: European programme on Society, Science & Technology (taught in English), MA 
Thesis title: A conceptual analysis of vulnerability 
Faculty of Arts and Culture, Maastricht University, Maastricht, the Netherlands 

September 1999 – April 2005, University degree / grade: 8.5/10 (Excellent) 
Department of History and Philosophy of Science, National and Kapodistrian University of 
Athens, Athens, Greece 

February 2002 – June 2002 Erasmus student (European mobility for undergraduate studies) 
Subject: History of Psychology, Psychology and Society  
Faculty of Psychology, Universidad Autónoma de Madrid, Madrid, Spain 

Teaching experience  
o Adjunct faculty, undergraduate courses ‘Science, Technology and Society’ and ‘Bioethics and 

Biomedical Engineering’, Department of Biomedical Engineering, University of West Attica, 
academic year 2020-21 

o Adjunct faculty, undergraduate courses ‘History of Medicine’, ‘History of ICT’, and ‘History of 
Technology: Special Topics’, Department of History and Philosophy of Science, National and 
Kapodistrian University of Athens, academic year 2020-21.  

o  Adjunct faculty, graduate course ‘Science, Technology, Society: Biosciences, Biotechnology, 
Medicine’, Graduate Program ‘Science, Technology, Society-Science and Technology Studies’, 
National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, academic years 2018-19, 2019-20.  

mailto:avlantoni@uniwa.gr
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o Adjunct faculty, undergraduate courses ‘Introduction to Biomedical Sciences’ and 
‘Bioethics’, Department of Biomedical Sciences, University of West Attica, academic years 
2018-19, 2019-20.  

o Adjunct faculty, undergraduate course ‘The Natural and Human Sciences in Europe’, 
undergraduate program Studies in European Civilization, Hellenic Open University 
academic years 2017-18, 2018-19. 

o Co-instructor of the graduate seminar ‘Science, Technology & Society’, MSc interuniversity 
programme ‘History and Philosophy of Science and Technology’ (academic year 2016-17 
with A. Tympas / 2017-18 with M. Rentetzi). Organized by the Department of History and 
Philosophy of Science, NKUA, & and the Division of Humanities, Social Sciences and the Law, 
School of Applied Mathematical and Physical Sciences, National Technical University of 
Athens. 

o Instructor, undergraduate seminar ‘Topics of Science, Technology, Society’, academic year 
2017-18, Department of History and Philosophy of Science, NKUA. {ΑΥΤΟ ΠΩΣ ΕΓΙΝΕ, ΜΕ 
ΑΝΑΘΕΣΗ;} 

o Co-developer of the E-learning course ‘Science, Technology, Society’ (2016) (coordinator A. 
Tympas). E-learning platform of the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens.  

Research experience 
November 2020 – April 2023, Principal Investigator, project BIO-CONTEXT: Contextualizing 

biobanking in Greece: histories, practices, discourses, funded by the Hellenic Foundation for 
Research and Innovation (HFRI). Department of History and Philosophy of Science, National 
and Kapodistrian University of Athens. 

September 2018 – December 2019, Postdoctoral Researcher (part-time) 
 Case study author: “EU Health policy at different levels: Infectious Diseases, Blood Safety, 

and Science Diplomacy”; member of WP5 "Health Diplomacy as a Tool for a Strengthened 
and Innovative Europe”.  

 Research project: InsSciDE – Inventing a shared Science Diplomacy for Europe (EU HORIZON 
2020 Research and Innovation Action, Grant agreement No 770523). Partner: Department 
of Humanities Social Sciences and Law, School of Applied Mathematical and Physical 
Sciences, National Technical University of Athens.  

October 2016 – September 2018, Postdoctoral researcher (part-time) 
 Research project: The public debates regarding the development and operation of umbilical 

cord blood biobanks in Greece: approaches from the interdisciplinary field Science, Technology 
& Society. Co-researcher: C. Morfakis, project duration: 10/2016-09/2018. Funded by the 
Onassis Foundation (Special Grant and Support Program for Scholars’ Association Members, 
Academic Year 2016/2017). Hosted by Department of History and Philosophy of Science, 
National and Kapodistrian University of Athens. 

March 2017 – July 2017 / October 2016 – December 2016, Postdoctoral researcher (part-time) 
Participation in research group regarding the collection of historical data and testimonies 
on nuclear developments and experience from Greece.  
Research project: HoNESt, History of Nuclear Energy and Society (EU HORIZON 2020 
Research and Innovation Action, grant agreement No 662268). Partner: Department of 
History and Philosophy of Science, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens. 

May 2008 – August 2010, Research assistant  
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Research project Papyrus: Cultural and historical digital libraries dynamically mined from 
news archives. Participation in the research programme work packages regarding user 
requirements, history ontology, user scenarios, and evaluation.  
Department of History and Philosophy of Science, National and Kapodistrian University of 
Athens. EU FP7 Collaborative project. 

June 2007- June 2010, Researcher 
European Science Foundation EUROCORES Programme: ‘Inventing Europe’. Collaborative 
Research Project: EuroCrit, Europe Goes Critical: the emergence and governance of critical 
transnational European infrastructures. Member in the Associated Project “Technologies of 
Network Interface: The international links of Greece’s power and communication 
infrastructure”.  

Grants / Awards / Fellowships  
o Grant award as Principal Investigator for the postdoctoral project BIO-CONTEXT: 

Contextualizing biobanking in Greece: histories, practices, discourses, by the Hellenic 
Foundation for Research and Innovation (H.F.R.I.), in the context of the “2nd Call for H.F.R.I. 
Research Projects to Support Post-Doctoral Researchers”. Host Institute: Department of 
History and Philosophy of Science, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, 
Duration: 30 months (11/2020-04/2023). Budget: 134.714 €. 

o Postdoctoral Fellow (09/2016-08/2017): “IKY Fellowships of Excellence for Postgraduate 
Studies in Greece – Siemens Program”, Department of History and Philosophy of Science, 
NKUA. 

o PhD Scholarship (09/2010–08/2013): Scholarship "Heracleitus II. Investing in knowledge 
society through the European Social Fund" co-financed by the European Union (European 
Social Fund – ESF) and Greek national funds through the Operational Program "Education 
and Lifelong Learning" of the National Strategic Reference Framework (NSRF).  

o Doctoral Fellow (05/2012–08/2012), Visiting Fellows Program, Office of History, National 
Institutes of Health (Bethesda, MD, US). Research stay fellowship to support undertaking of 
doctoral research.   

Academic Service 
o Member of the Management Committee of the «Tensions of Europe: Research Network on 

History, Technology and Europe» (2019-2021).  

o Member of the evaluation committee of the European Masters Programme in Society, Science 
& Technology (ESST) Award for Aspiring Undergraduates (2015, 2016).  

o Service in organizing committees:  
• Co-organizer of the Research Workshop on Science, Technology, Society (STS)/History, 

Technology, Society (HTS): Bioeconomy, Biotechnology, Medical Technologies, Athens, Greece, 19-
20 April 2018. 

• Member of the Organizing Committee of the 8th Tensions of Europe Conference, Athens, Greece, 7-
10 September 2017. 

• Local co-organizer of Tensions of Europe workshop for Early Career Scholars, Chios, Greece, 2-3 
October 2014.  

• Co-organizer of Papyrus project dissemination activity: ‘The making of the Papyrus dissemination 
video’, Athens, Greece, 12 February 2010. 

http://www.tensionsofeurope.eu/www/en/research/eurocrit
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• Local co-organizer of 5th EuroCrit project workshop, Athens, Greece, 18-20 December 2009.  

o Member of the coordinating committee of the Doctoral Seminar of the Division of History of 
Science and Technology, Department of History and Philosophy of Science, NKUA (academic 
years 2012-13, 2013-14, 2014-15). Programming and organization of the seminar (bi-
weekly) in which graduate students presented their work and leading scholars were invited 
to lecture. 

Publications 
Morfakis, C. & Vlantoni, K. (2019). «Υγρός βιολογικός χρυσός»: Κριτικές προσεγγίσεις των 

τραπεζών ομφαλοπλακουντιακού αίματος από το πεδίο «Επιστήμη, Τεχνολογία, Κοινωνία» 
[“Biological gold”: Critical approaches of umbilical cord blood banking from the field “Science, 
Technology, Society”]. ΒΙΟΗΘΙΚΑ, 5(1), 30-45. (in Greek) 

Morfakis, C. & Vlantoni, K. (2019). STS-informed approaches to biobanking, medical 
technologies and biotechnology: A workshop review. EASST Review, 38(2), 28-33. 

Vlantoni, K., Kandaraki, A., & Pavli, A. (2017). Medical Technologies and Health Policies in 
Post WWII Greece. History of Technology (Special Issue: History of Technology in Greece, from the 
Early 19th to 21st Century), 33, 107-133. 

Tympas, T., Vlantoni, K., & Garyfallos, Y. (2017). Τα εθνικά σύνορα ως ηλεκτρικά όρια. Το 
βλέμμα του μηχανικού και οι λίμνες της Δασσαρητίας ή Πρέσπες «αλά Ιούλιο Βερν» [National 
Borders as Electrical Boundaries: The Engineer’s Eye and the Lakes of Dassharitia, or Prespes, a 
la Jules Vernes]. In L. Ventoura, D. Karydas, G. Kouzelis (eds), Τοπικά ιγ’(13): Σύνορα/Όρια, pp. 
185-205. Athens: Nisos. (in Greek). 

Vlantoni, K. (2016). Ειδημοσύνη και Διακινδύνευση: Συνδιαμόρφωση στο πλαίσιο της 
Ιατρικής Βιοτεχνολογίας και Επιστήμης [Risk and expertise: on the co-shaping of medical 
biotechnology and science]. Neusis (Journal for the History and Philosophy of Science and 
Technology), 23, 99-117. (in Greek) 

Vlantoni, K., & Morfakis, C. (2015). Η δημόσια εικόνα της βιοϊατρικής τεχνολογίας: η 
περίπτωση των τεχνολογιών ελέγχου του αίματος στην ιατρική των μεταγγίσεων στον 
ελληνικό τύπο [The public image of biomedicine: the case of blood screening technologies in 
transfusion medicine in the Greek press]. In S. Arapostathis, F. Papanelopoulou, & A. Tympas 
(eds), Τεχνολογία και Κοινωνία στην Ελλάδα, Μελέτες από την Ιστορία της Τεχνολογίας και τις 
Σπουδές Επιστήμης και Τεχνολογίας [Technology and Society in Greece, Studies from History of 
Technology and Science and Technology Studies], pp. 259-282. Athens: Ekdotike Athenon. (in 
Greek) 

Tympas, A., Arapostathis, S., Vlantoni, K., & Garyfallos, Y. (2013). Border-Crossing Electrons: 
Critical Energy Flows to and from Greece. In P. Högselius, A. Hommels, A. Kaijser & E. van der 
Vleuten (eds), The making of Europe's Critical Infrastructure, pp. 157-186. Houndmills: Palgrave 
Macmillan. 

Vlantoni, K. (2013). Βιοτεχνολογία, Ιατρική, Κοινωνία: Η κατασκευή της έννοιας της 
διακινδύνευσης κατά τη διαδικασία εισαγωγής μοριακών διαγνωστικών τεχνικών ελέγχου του 
αίματος [Biotechnology, Medicine, Society: the construction of the concept of risk during the 
introduction of molecular diagnostics in blood screening]. In E. Mergoupi-Savaidou, G. Merianos, 
F. Papanelopoulou & Ch. Christopoulou (eds), Επιστήμη και Τεχνολογία. Ιστορικές και 
ιστοριογραφικές μελέτες [Science and Technology. Historical and Historiographical Studies], pp. 
379-394. Athens: Ekdotike Athenon. (in Greek).  
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Presentations 
Invited speaker: 

Vlantoni, Κ., “DISCOVERY ROUND TABLES – Science Diplomacy Response to Global 
Challenges: Case Histories – HEALTH”. In InsSciDE First Open Conference – Academy of Young 
Diplomats, 18-20 January 2019, Krakow, Poland.  
Conference/workshop presentations:  

Vlantoni, K., “Blood safety standards: values and technologies in vital infrastructures”. In 
EASST/4S 2020 Prague Conference, 18-21 August 2020. (online) 

Vlantoni, Κ., “Ensuring the safety of the blood supply during crises: A historical approach of 
blood screening technologies”. In 2020 ICOHTEC Digital Symposium: A History of Technology for 
an Age of Crisis (47th Symposium of the International Committee for the History of Technology), 
15-17 July 2020. (online) 

Vlantoni, Κ., “Health Diplomacy Perspectives in the History of Setting Blood Safety 
Standards”. In WORKSHOP, Global Health & Diplomacy: Configurations of Knowledge, Power and 
Policy, 10-11 February 2020, University of Vienna, Austria.  

Vlantoni, Κ., “Όψεις της ‘Διπλωματίας της Υγείας’: ο Ρόλος των Διεθνών Οργανισμών και 
της Επιστημονικής Συνεργασίας στη Διαμόρφωση Προτύπων και Πολιτικών για την Ασφάλεια 
του Αίματος στην Ιατρική των Μεταγγίσεων”. In Επιστημονικό εργαστήριο/σεμινάριο 
Επιστημονική και Τεχνική Διπλωματία: ιστορικές διαστάσεις μιας σύγχρονης σχέσης, 3-5 July, 
Syros, Greece. (in Greek, Workshop Scientific and Technical Diplomacy) 

Vlantoni, Κ., “Health diplomacy perspectives in the history of setting blood safety standards 
and adopting digital-molecular technologies”. In 9th Tensions of Europe Conference «Decoding 
Europe: Technological Pasts in the Digital Age», 27-30 June 2019, University of Luxembourg, 
Luzembourg.  

Vlantoni, K. & Morfakis, C., “Rethinking the public versus private debate on UCB biobanking: 
the participation of donors in the processes of shaping UCB biobanking configurations in 
Greece”. In EASST 2018 Conference: Meetings – Making Science, Technology and Society together, 
25–28 July 2018, Lancaster University, UK. 

Morfakis, C., & Vlantoni, K., “The ‘El Dorado of private UCB banks’: UCB biobanking in 
Greece”. In Research Workshop on STS/HTS: Bioeconomy, Biotechnology, Medical Technologies, 
19-20 April 2018, Athens, Greece.  

Morfakis, C., & Vlantoni, K., “Hybrid configurations of umbilical cold blood banking in 
Greece”. In 8th Tensions of Europe Conference, Conf. theme: Borders and Technology, 7-10 
September 2017, Athens, Greece. 

Vlantoni, K., Arapostathis, S., & Tympas, A., “Risks, Borders and the Environment: Between 
Strong Earthquakes and Nuclear Accidents”. In European Society for Environmental History - 
Biennial Conference 2017: Natures in between. Environments in areas of contact among states, 
economic systems, cultures and religions, 28/06-2/07 July 2017, Zagreb, Croatia.  

Vlantoni, K., & Zamparloukou, S., “‘Γίνεται πράξη η βιοτεχνολογία’: Πολιτικές, έρευνα, 
καινοτομία και η κληρονομιά της δεκαετίας του ’80” [“Biotechnology takes place”: Policies, 
research, innovations and the legacy of the ‘80s]. In two-day Workshop Τεχνοεπιστημονικός 
μετασχηματισμός στην Ελλάδα της δεκαετίας του 1980: Πολιτικές Συγκροτήσεων, Συγκρούσεων 
και Ανασχέσεων, 17-18 February 2017, Technopolis, Athens, Greece. (in Greek, Workshop: 
Technoscientific transformation in Greece during the 1980s) 

Vlantoni, K., “Ο καθοριστικός ρόλος των δημοσιογράφων στην επικράτηση των μοριακών 
τεχνικών ελέγχου του αίματος” [The role of journalists in the adoption of molecular technologies 
in blood screening]. In 9ο Συνέδριο Ιστορίας, Φιλοσοφίας και Διδακτικής των Φυσικών 
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Επιστημών: Μια άλλη επιστημονική εκπαίδευση είναι δυνατή (;), 11-13 November 2016, Athens, 
Greece. (in Greek, History, Philosophy and Didactic of Physical Sciences Conference) 

Vlantoni, K., Raptis, K., & Tympas, A., “Exorcizing the environment: Technology as 
medicalized etiology in screening and treating blood”. In the 7th Tensions of Europe Conference, 
Conf. theme: Technology and Environment, 3-6 September 2015, Stockholm, Sweden.  

Vlantoni, K., Kandaraki, A., & Pavli, A., “Medical Technologies and Health Policies in Post-
WWII Greece”. In Workshop Technologies in Greece, from the 19th to the 21st century, 28 March 
2015, Athens, Greece.  

Morfakis, C., & Vlantoni, K., “Science, Technology and Society. Searching for the Enemy of the 
people”. In International Conference on Science & Literature, 10-11 July 2014, Athens, Greece. 

Vlantoni, K., “Risk and biotechnology: drawing on interdisciplinary research questions” in 
History of Medicine in Practice, 26-28 March 2014, Uppsala University, Sweden.  

Vlantoni, K., & Tympas, A., “Μεταξύ ιατρικού και δημοσιογραφικού λόγου: Η περίπτωση της 
επιστήμης και της τεχνολογίας των μεταγγίσεων αίματος” [Between medical and journalistic 
discourse: The case of blood transfusion science and technology]. In Διεθνές Επιστημονικό 
Συνέδριο - Μέσα & Έξω από το Εργαστήριο: Επιστήμη και Τεχνολογία στη Δημόσια Σφαίρα, 14-
15 March 2014, Salonika, Greece. (in Greek, International Conference: In and Out of Lab: Science 
and Technology in the Public Sphere) 

Morfakis, C., Beltrame, L., & Vlantoni, K., “Technology, the orthodox and the catholic: Stem 
cells between religious and secular institutions of the European South”. In Democracy and 
Technology. Europe in Tension from the 19th to the 21st century - 6th Plenary Conference of 
Tensions of Europe / ANR Resendem Final Conference, 19-21 September 2013, Sorbonne, Paris, 
France. 

Vlantoni, K., “Η δημόσια εικόνα της εισαγωγής διαγνωστικών τεχνικών μοριακού ελέγχου 
στην ιατρική των μεταγγίσεων στην Ελλάδα” [The public image of the introduction of the 
molecular diagnostics in Greece]. In Πανελλήνιο Συνέδριο Ιστορίας των Επιστημών και της 
Τεχνολογίας, 28-30 March 2013, Athens, Greece. (in Greek, Hellenic Conference on the History of 
Science and Technology) 

Morfakis, C., Vlantoni, K., Katsaros, D., & Tympas, A., “Between the Regenerative and the 
Renewable: Patterns in the Media Beautification of Technology and Science, from Stem Cells to 
Wind Farms”. In the 12th International Public Communication of Science and Technology 
Conference, 18-20 April 2012, Florence, Italy. (Book of Papers, edited by M. Bucchi and B. 
Trench) 

Vlantoni, K., “Για την κοινωνικότητα της βιοϊατρικής τεχνικής: παρατηρήσεις από την 
ιστορία των τεχνολογιών για τον έλεγχο της ασφάλειας του αίματος” [The social aspects of a 
biomedical technology: remarks from the history of the technologies for blood testing]. In 
Επιστημονική Ημερίδα «Διερευνώντας Κοινωνικές Σχέσεις με Όρους Υγείας και Ασθένειας: Η 
Κοινωνική Ιστορία της Ιατρικής ως Ερευνητικό Πεδίο», 30 September 2011, Athens, Greece. (in 
Greek, daily workshop on the Social History of Medicine) 

Vlantoni, K., “Constructing notions of risk and safety in contemporary Greece: aspects of the 
introduction of biotechnology in the Greek network of blood banks”. In the 5th Biennial Hellenic 
Observatory PhD Symposium on Contemporary Greece and Cyprus, London School of Economics & 
Political Science, 2-3 June 2011, London, UK.  

Vlantoni, K., “Για την κατασκευή της έννοιας ‘ασφάλεια’ κατά τη διαδικασία εισαγωγής 
μοριακών διαγνωστικών τεχνικών ελέγχου του αίματος” [Constructing the notion of safety 
during the introduction of molecular diagnostics in blood screening]. In Πανελλήνιο Συνέδριο 
Νέων Ερευνητών Ιστορίας των Επιστήμων κ΄ της Τεχνολογίας, 11-13 March 2011, Athens, 

http://www.observa.it/allegati/PCST2012_Book_of_Papers.pdf
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Greece. (in Greek, Hellenic conference of early career researchers on the History of Science and 
Technology) 

Vlantoni, K., Pavli, A., & Tympas, A., “Medical expertise, new technology and risk evaluation 
from blood tests to body scans: Representations in the Greek media”, In the Society for the Social 
History of Medicine 2010 Annual Conference, 8-11 July 2010, Durham, UK. 

Tzokas, S., Vlantoni, K., Lekkas, T., & Konsta, H., “A Collective Experiment in Historical 
Research on the Public Image of Technology: Opportunities and Challenges. All the way from 
retrieval to storage of material from digitized newspaper and magazine archives”. In the 4th 
Tensions of Europe Plenary Conference & Closing ESF Inventing Europe Conference, 17-20 June 
2010, Sofia, Bulgaria.  

Arapostathis, S., Vlantoni, K., Garyfallos, Y., & Tympas, A., “Changing conceptualizations of 
technological risks and accidents in the transition from national to transnational European 
networks”. In Third Plenary Conference of the ‘Tensions of Europe’ Network, 7-11 June 2007, 
Rotterdam, the Netherlands. 

Tympas, A., Garyfallos, Y., & Vlantoni, K., “Beloved Buttons, Hateful Lines: Fragmented 
Conceptions of Technology”, in TEER 2005 Conference: Technology, Between Enthusiasm and 
Resistance, 10-11 May 2005, Jyväskylä, Finland.  

Training 
o Workshop “Technology, Borders, Disability - STS/HTS In Use Workshop”, 6-8 September 

2013, Chios, Greece.  

o Summer School “Europeanization, Globalization, Americanization, Sovietisation. Conceptual 
Tools of Framing the History of Technology in Europe”, 8–13 September 2008, Deutsches 
Museum, Munich, Germany. Organised and funded by the European Science Foundation 
EUROCORES programme “Inventing Europe. Technology and the Making of Europe, 1850 to 
the Present” in collaboration with the international research network Tensions of Europe. 

Personal skills and competences 
o Languages:  

Mother tongue: Greek. 
Other languages: English (proficient user), Spanish (independent user). 

o Computer skills and competences:  
Very good user in Windows environment; strong competence in Microsoft Office; advanced 
knowledge of internet and web-based applications; experienced user in information 
processing and content creation; experienced user of academic search engines and digital 
archives. 

Membership of Professional Bodies  
o 4S – Society for Social Studies of Science 
o SSHM – Society for the Social History of Medicine 
o SHOT – Society for the History of Technology 
o EASST – European Association for the Study of Science and Technology 
o Tensions of Europe Network 
o PCST – International Network on Public Communication of Science and Technology 
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